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Not only has this year’s unstable economy affected

retirement plans of many Canadians, fear of an

H1N1 flu virus, or Swine Flu, pandemic has affected

the economy and travel plans of people around the world. 

In this issue’s Joint Count survey, rheumatologists across

the country gave their feedback as to whether the recent

economic and health uncertainties have affected the way

they practice and care for their patients. 

Even in these interesting times, 82.5% stated they have

not altered their plans to travel for professional or personal

reasons. Yet, 37.6% agreed that the current economic prob-

lems have had a significant impact on how they will save for

their retirement. 

And retirement may be coming much sooner for some

than others, as nearly half of this survey’s respondents are

50 years of age or older. Thirty-two percent of those who

qualified to answer the question expressed concerns about

their savings in this economy, and reported having since

delayed plans to retire, while 19.8% strongly agreed and

have done the same. 

The economy appears to slightly affect how rheumatolo-

gists run their practice or prescribe medication to patients

who may or may not be able to afford them. Thirty-one per-

cent of respondents disagreed that the economy has affect-

ed their prescriptions, whereas 21.9% agreed that the times

have affected their prescription choices.

Still, only 6.1% of all respondents strongly disagreed that

the economic and epidemic concerns of 2009 will be

resolved by this time next year. Perhaps these interesting

times will be over sooner than we think.

Congratulations to this issue’s Joint Count survey winnerDr. Anna Oswaldfrom Edmonton, AB
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A. The current economic recession
has caused me to choose different
medicines for some of my patients
because of their inability to afford
certain drugs.

B. The current economic problems
have had a significant impact on 
how I will save in the future for my
retirement.

C. (ONLY For Rheumatologists 50
years of age or older) I have
delayed plans to retire (or slow
down the practice) because of
concerns about my retirement
savings and the economy.

D. I am optimistic that these current
problems (economic and epidemic)
will be well on their way to a 
resolution by this time next year.
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2.  On a scale from 1 (strongly disagree) through 5 (strongly agree), please rate the following statements:
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